


How to Record and
Submit Your Comments:

At the Meeting
¢ Fill out a comment card and drop in
the comment box or post it on the
wall and/or

¢ Give your comments verbally to the
Court Reporter

After the Meeting
(post-dated by Tuesday, July 26, 2011):

Submit comments by fax to:
(512) 490-0974

Email to:
fw2_aues_consult@fws.gov

Mail written comments
(post-dated by Tuesday, July 26, 2011) to:

Field Supervisor

Austin Ecological Services Field Office
10711 Burnet Road, Suite 200
Austin, TX 78758-4460

The presentation and exhibits from
tonight’s meeting are available
for download at:
www.sephcp.com

What are Common Misconceptions about Habitat Conservation Plans?

Why do I need a permit from USFWS to build a
house or roadway?

Response: You do not need a permit from the
USFWS to construct a house or roadway. How-
ever, if threatened or endangered species will be
adversely affected from the construction, you will
need authorization from the USFWS for inciden-
tal take or harm to threatened or endangered
species. Incidental take authorization is for take
or harm resulting from, not the purpose of, the
proposed action.

Y

What will happen if I construct my project without
getting an incidental take permit?

Response: If your project will cause harm or
take of a Federally-listed species, you will need
authorization from USFWS. If you choose not to
obtain that authorization, you may be in direct
violation of the ESA, which is a Federal offense,
and can be prosecuted through criminal or civil
proceedings.

Habitat Conservation Plan’s are a “government
land grab”.

Response: A Habitat Conservation Plan, such as
the Southern Edwards Plateau Habitat Conserva-
tion Plan, is strictly a voluntary program. If an
incidental take permit is required for activities
that will result in harm to threatened or endan-
gered wildlife, developers and other private and
public entities within the plan area may forgo the
preparation of individual plans for each action and
voluntarily participate in the Southern Edwards
Plateau Habitat Conservation Plan.

The regional approach is intended to save both
time and money by pre-arranging permit condi-
tions and mitigation measures. Landowners may
also voluntarily sell conservation easements or
lands to the plan administrators for mitigation
for development projects. It's all voluntary. The
USFWS merely approves such requests to ensure
consistency with Federal law.
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